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Federal Communications Commission

Commissioner Kevin Martin, Chair
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Commissioner Robert McDowell
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Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein>" _ FCC MA“'R

Commissioner Monica DeSal
Gentlemen:

With the advent of fully captioned televigion programs imminent or soon to be implemented
in this country by order of the FCC, we are alarmed that some companies and producers of
programs are attempting an end run around the new regulations to avoid paying for
captions that are critical to the success of the new rules.

The availability of a loophole in the new law to excuse compliance for those pleading
"hardship” and "financial difficulty” wili devastate this long awaited improvement in
captioning of television programs for Americans with hearing impairments. | submit that
the airwaves are the Public Domain and the right to full accessibility for everyone should
be guaranteed by the Federal Communications Commission.

We pray that this long awaited improvement will meet with your approval and acceptance
and become the law.

ry L. Allls, Immediste Past President
IOWA ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF, INC.
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Gentlemen:

With the advent of fully captioned television programs imminent or soon to be implemented
in this country by order of the FCC, we are alarmed that some companies and producers of
programs are attempting an end run around the new regulations to avoid paying for
captions that are critical to the success of the new rules.

The availability of a loophole in the new law to excuse compliance for those pleading
*hardship" and “financiat difficulty” will devastate this long awaited improvement in
captioning of television programs for Americans with hearing impairments. | submit that
the airwaves are the Public Domain and the right to full accessibility for everyone should
be guaranteed by the Federal Communications Commission.

We pray that this long awaited improvement will meet with your approval and acceptance
and become the law.,

Sincerely Yours,

A/ L. Ahl{_Mnmediate Past President
IOWA ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF, INC.
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Lindsey Belanger
1579E 3500N

Ludiow, IL 60949 - - -

October 10, 2006

Chairman Martin- =~ ~ B VI
P street SW . e
Washington, DC 20054 L e e

Dear FCC Chairman:

I object the orders for the exemption of closed captioning. I know many people,
both deaf and hard of hearing, who use closed captioning. It is not fair to ask them to stop
watching the television because it costs too much to run closed captioning. Not only do
deaf and hard of hearing use it, but also there are many people who watch television in
loud areas or in crowds. In order for them to understand what is going on, they read the
closed captioning. I ask you to please reconsider immediately. Many people need closed
captioning.

Thark you for your time,

LE«M\I %Qjm%

Lindsey Belanger
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Amenda Evans
Camas High School
26900 SE 15™ Street
Camas, WA 98607

Dear FCC Chairman:

Hello let me introduce myself; my name is Amenda Evans as you may already know. I am a full
time Student at Camas High School. I have recently found out that you were considering
exempting closed-captioning in the near future. As a third year American Sign Language student
I have learned that closed-captioning is more beneficial then it is detrimental, not only to us as
third year American Sign Language students but with the deaf culture as well. What are they
going to do when they need to watch the news or when they want to watch a basic TV show? Are
you just expecting them to read the minds of the people on TV? What is the reason for
considering closed-captioning that you would want to take it off anyways? Having closed-
captioning is really no inconvenience. Some parents use close captioning when their child is
watching TV. It is proven facts that closed-captioning helps children learn how to read. Before
you make your final decision, please take the time to think about what you are actually doing.
Thank you for taking the time to read my letter.

Amenda Evans




